
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yow bukmak – it has been a very busy few months.  

In April I met with the Minister for Education in Galiwin’ku at a meeting where the School Council shared their concerns 
about funding. While the Federal Government gives money to the NT Government for every child enrolled at the school, 
the NT Government only passes on funding to the school for those children who attend regularly. We need to invest more 
resources for Yolŋu teachers, bicultural programs and engaging all the children in our communities in a strong future. I 
welcome the new Education Minister, Selena Uibo, into the role and hope that she can walk this path with us. 

The Royal visit in April gave the opportunity for diplomatic discussions between Yolŋu people and the Prince of Wales. 
Australia is the only Commonwealth country that has not entered into Treaty with the indigenous people of the land. Yolŋu 
people have never ceded our country or our law – we remain to this day, sovereign people.  We have welcomed many 
people onto our country over thousands of years, including the Prince of Wales – who we hope, may now help to advocate 
for Treaty. 

Following the Royal visit, I flew to the 
United Nations in New York with several 
members of the Indigenous People’s 
Organisation to attend the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Affairs. I appealed to 
the forum to advocate for Treaty in 
Australia and support Aboriginal Nations in 
this process. This meeting was valuable 
and important in our quest to gain equality 
and be supported internationally. 

While in New York – I was very 
disappointed to hear that the Government 
had lifted the moratorium on Fracking – 
and I understand that Fracking in the 
Beetaloo Region, while opposed by 
traditional owners already had permission 
prior to the moratorium and will begin at 
some stage. My concern is the possibility 

of contaminated water to other parts of 
the territory,  and that Aboriginal 

people’s spiritual connections and general concerns were not given enough consideration by the Inquiry. Rather it was 
driven by a Western perspective. 

The June budget shows that the NT Government continues to invest in Darwin to try and stimulate the economy and 
doesn’t realise that investment in remote areas can develop self-sufficient prosperous towns as well. The Central Arnhem 
Highway was mentioned as part of the Federal budget for some funding over the next 10 years, as well as the provision 
of dialysis support in remote areas under Medicare. 

The private Members Bill that I put before the Parliament was not supported by the Government. This Bill was designed 
to try and assist with funeral disputes by amending the Senior Next of Kin definition to better incorporate two perpectives 
– both balanda and Yolŋu ways.  I am hopeful that the Government will work with me to resolve this issue – it’s about 
recognising two laws within the system and having genuine partnership. 

Nhulunbuy Electorate 

Newsletter 

Yiŋiya Mark Guyula MLA 

March 2018 

 

Presenting at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Affairs in New York 



In June, I visited Buymarr, Garthalala, Biranybirany, Wandawuy, Gangan, Dhalinybuy. Some of the conversation in the 
homelands is about business enterprise and developing new business opportunities, as well as concerns about a proper 
consultation process for investment on Yolŋu country. There is also a desire to see more Yolŋu trained on the job for 
servicing and maintaining homelands and communities – instead of hiring outside contractors. I have more homelands 
visits scheduled in July. 

I was very honoured to be invited to 
speak at Biranybirany – the unveiling 
of the plaque ceremony was very 
important in acknowledging the hard 
work and the passion for Yolŋu rights 
held by Dr Yunupingu. He is an 
inspiration to all of us, who continue 
to fight for Treaty, bilingual education 
and indigenous rights. Yirrkala 
Homelands School and Yirrkala 
School spent many days on country 
with the children - giving them the 
strong story about people, culture, 
law and rights. 

The Memorandum of Understanding 
signed at the Barunga Festival 
between Government and Land 
Councils supports a movement for a 
Territory Treaty – for many Yolŋu we 
are still focused on a Federal Treaty 
with the Government of Australia, 
and a Territory Treaty may support 
this process also. However, this is a 
process currently being controlled by 
Government and Land Councils and 
the people have not yet been 
included. 

Two weeks of Estimates followed the 
festival. Estimates highlighted some areas for continued change by Government. The Community-Led policy is very 
important in our communities. Elders and leaders have been stripped of our authority for too long and it’s now time for 
true self determination. The budget and estimates show that this transition of authority is not really happening on the 
ground, that we Yolŋu still have very little say about the solutions for our people. Even though I am the elected Member 
and a Yolŋu leader, the Government are rarely consulting with me or even letting me know when they visit the Electorate, 
and this should be part of a Community-Led response. 

I am currently advertising for an Electorate Officer. Due to the housing shortage in Nhulunbuy it has been very hard to fill 
this position permanently – but the door is open thanks to my casual and part-time team. I am working to try and secure 
housing. If you know anyone who may be interested in the position, please ask them to contact my office for a Position 
Description.  

Please come and see me  - call and make an appointment. I am very happy to meet with everyone and I am travelling all 
around the electorate – so I am available in any community. Djutjtjutj.  
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