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Yow bukmak – it’s Guṉmul - wet season. So far the year has been very busy. 
This year I spent Australia Day in Milingimbi and I discussed the significance of this day connecting to Treaty with 
community members. For many Yolŋu we have not thought about the significance of the 26th of January or connected 

it with the coming of Captain Cook and the arrival of white settlers and colonisation. But when we talk about this day 
with that knowledge – we can feel the difficulty of this celebration. I feel hope in connecting this day with our fight for 
Treaty and self-governance – that started a long time ago with bark petitions and continues today through Yolŋu 
leaders and my voice as the representative for this region.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Every year I have spent some time connecting with Aboriginal Nations in other parts of Australia and the world. In 

January, this year I spent some time talking with TO’s in Brisbane as they too fight for Treaty. While we are wanting to 
create Treaties as individual Nations we are all pushing forward for this right together. You can call it Treaty, you can 
call it Makarrata. We can call it whatever. But it is the space for freedom that we’re asking for. We want to think for 
ourselves for the well-being of our families, our children, our women, our elders, our law, as sovereign people. 
Also in January, I attended Milingimbi School for the first day of the year encouraging teachers and children to be part 

of two-ways education – continuing to grow schools that are relevant and successful for Yolŋu children. In Febuary I 
have also visited Yirrkala school, Nhulunbuy High School and Nhulunbuy Christian College – thanks to these schools 
for inviting me into their school community. 
I have also met with the Minister for Education in early February to discuss how to create better pathways for remote 
local teacher education. The Remote Area Teacher Education Program (RATE) ran from 1975-1995 in many remote 

communities and had over 50 graduates who are supporting our schools now, in Galiwin’ku, Milingimbi and Yirrkala. 
Sadly, some of these graduates have passed away and others are on well earned retirement. But there are some still 
providing their skills and knowledge in schools and they continue to create a strong learning space for our children. 
Over the past 20 years there has not been any appropriate pathways for the next generation of teachers who will bring 

their Yolŋu knowledge to the classroom. I am hopeful that the Education Minister will work with Batchelor Institute and 
CDU to address this failing in our education system.   
In February the Minister for Territory Families met with community members in  Galiwin’ku, to discuss child welfare and 
juvenile justice issues. Community members were strong in discussing the need for children at risk to be placed with 
extended Yolŋu family – so that our children do not lose their culture or language – it is who they are, in their spirit. 

Community members also raised the need for Raypirri camps for young people on Yolŋu country. These are important 
areas for Government reform and there are leaders across Arnhem Land fighting for the authority of child welfare to be 
returned to the community elders and leaders, so that we can guide the best process for our children.  
In Feb/March I have had several meetings in Nhulunbuy with community members and organisations about health, 
education and business. There are several local projects being developed by Yolŋu in the region in partnership with 

balanda. I congratulate the hard work of these people to persist and work towards a better future for our communities 
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Photo on left the Barunga Statement and on the right the 1963 Bark Petition. Both held in Parliament House, Canberra 



 
I was also happy to attend the opening of the Walking Trails in Nhulunbuy. I have also been meeting with Miwatj 
Health to discuss the development of nurse-assisted dialysis programs in our communities. 
 

At the March sittings in Parliament, I joined the Member for Stuart, Scott McConnell in calling for a Royal Commission 
into the Northern Territory because I feel all levels of Government have been failing us, especially people living in 
remote areas. For a long time, and continuing now, Aboriginal people have struggled to be included in the economic 
development of our land. Our country is rich with resources and as I talk with people in the Electorate – I hear the 

elders saying that they want to create businesses and a future for their children – not just lease the land to foreign 
companies for their profit. But neither the NLC or the Government have been working with us to develop sustainable 
business on our country that will contribute to the overall NT economy.  
 
NT Governments have been given Commonwealth money for Aboriginal communities for decades, and we know that 

a lot of this money goes into Darwin and doesn’t always make it to the bush – but we need funding for independent 
experts in primary resource development and business to come and sit with us and create a sustainable pathway – 
that will connect with education and training on country and provide a two ways future for our children. There needs to 
be a different way of doing business in the Northern Territory that includes everyone. 
My hope is that a Royal Commission will be able to investigate the deep structural issues of the Northern Territory and 

that this would happen with the testimony and knowledge of our elders of our Aboriginal communities who have al-
ways been excluded by government from creating a solution for our people. 
After Parliament Sittings I was very happy to fly with other Yolŋu elders to Canberra for the development of an 
Aboriginal Diplomacy Workshop. Together with elders from Ngunnawal, Ngambri and  Torres Strait Islander country  -
we discussed the governance models and diplomacy culture of our nations, that will be developed into a training 

course. The skills, knowledge and wisdom of our Yolŋu culture makes me very proud and we must continue to pass 
this on to our children. 
 
I also made time to meet with some Federal Senators and Members of Parliament to talk about the Northern Territory. 

I have made clear that we are sick and tired of Government policies undermining our law, governance that is 
disempowering us. These meetings were very positive – we need all levels of Government to engage with us. We 
must be in control of our future and our children’s future, and we all need to stand strong fighting for this, and 
encouraging our community members and children to stand strong on our culture.  
 

Over the next month I will be travelling in the electorate – please make time to see me if you have any concerns or 
want to ask any questions. 

 
 

 

May everyone have a safe and happy Easter break. 

Djutjtjutj 

Contact Information 
 

MLA Office is located downstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        

Ph: 8987 0125         Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au        Facebook: Yingiya Guyula Mla 

With Senator Siewart and Brian Devlin at 

the launch of History of Bilingual Education 

in the Northern Territory in Darwin 
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