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Yow bukmak – it is hot everywhere, the season is Dhulundu coming into Mayalka 
 
It’s almost the end of another year and I hope that everyone will get a peaceful break over Christmas and the New Year period. I will be out 
and about with Christmas cakes for Elders in all the communities over the next few weeks – I look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
Last month has been very difficult with the events in Yuendumu creating great concern and worry for many people throughout the region. It is 
time for reflection on law and order in our communities. How do we keep the peace? I have been talking to the Minister for Police and saying 
that we need the authority of elders and leaders to be properly respected. In every community in Arnhem Land and further, their will be elders 
and leaders who can guide appropriate law and order responses. The people who come onto our country, as visitors and community 
members, need to show respect for the elders, the law, and the language of this land. I want to be clear, I support those police officers who 
come to our communities to work with us. But we need a system that acknowledes our authority’s and our law, we can work together for better 
outcomes. I was very disappointed that the Government did not support my motion for a Parliamentary Committee to inquire into how we can 
achieve safer communities  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was very pleased that Government withdrew the Burial and Cremation Bill and listened to the concerns raised by community members, 
myself,  NAAJA, CLC and NLC. From here, I hope that Government will listen to community members about our authority in relation to burial 
and work in partnership to create laws that bring harmony rather than conflict between two cultures. 
 
I was pleased to see Rangers now have the ability to become Conservation Officers with increased powers in protecting country. I am hopeful 
that culturally appropriate training will become available  so that many of our ranges have an opportunity to become Conservation officers and 
we can use stronger enforcement powers to protect country. 
 
 

 
I was very honoured to be invited to the ceremony on Elcho Island 
in November, whereby the ANU 
 worked with Yalu to bring home blood samples of our ancestors 
that were taken in the 1960s during a  
typhoid outbreak. It was good to see them coming back to country.  
These burial poles were used before cemeteries came into effect 
and were used for burial of human remains 
The repatriated samples will be put into  a pole similar to these. 
 

(Photos supplied by Yingiya Guyula) 

 
 
 

Over the past few months, there has been discussion about the name of the Electorate Nhulunbuy. The name Nhulunbuy had already been 
identified by the Electoral Commission as outside their preferred guidelines because it identifies one location with the Electorate. I was asked 
if I could suggest a new name for the Electorate. I did make the suggestion of Mulka. The name Mulka means:”welcome”, “feel comfortable 
and be at ease” “you will be respected here”. I chose this word because it is welcoming to everyone. The Redistribution Committee made the 
decision to adopt the new name of Mulka – and at the next election we will vote in the electorate of Mulka. 
 
 
 

On a trip to Canberra for a Treaty  

And Diplomacy workshop 

Outside Parliament standing 4 Walker 
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Over the course of the year many people in my electorate have been honoured with awards and I will mention some of these people, I apolo-
gise that I cannot mention every name here because there are so many people doing great things across the electorate, achieving goals in 
education, training, in their workplaces and in the community.  

We have amazing teachers – both Yolŋu and Balanda teachers – in our schools and in our 
communities and on country. Strong Mari’s and Momu’s – the grandmothers of our children, 
teaching the children and teaching the mother’s. 
My congratulations to Daisy Wulumu – who was awarded the NT Education Support Person 
of the year.  
Congratulations to Sylvette Maralwuy and Meg Hewett also celebrated  Educators in the 
region and to Metui Tongatua, a teacher, who was awarded NT Young Achiever. 
My congratulations also to Yirrkala Pre-school for a Very Remote Excellence achievement 
award and also to Yalmay Yunupingu for over 35 years of outstanding service to bilingual 
education 
 
 

(Photo of Daisy Wulumu supplied by Beth Harris) 

 
I also congratulate and support the push from our elders  and educators for education on country at Garthalala, 
and for all homeland schools and teachers. Well done. Stay strong. I am still fighting with you. I also 
congratulate the success of a strong Independent bilingual school in Mapuru. 
 

 
 
 
 

(Plaque and monument unveiled to celebrate the reopening of Garrthalala Homeland School in September photo supplied by Yingiya 
Guyula) 

 
 
I congratulate students with achievements this year, and those who are graduating, and those who are learning  and I congratulate all those 
teachers who make this possible. Thank you. 
 
Congratulations to Ms Banduk Marika for winning the NT Senior Australian of the Year Award – and also for great leadership in traditional 
health. Thank you to all the nurses, doctors and Aboriginal health workers in the region. Thanks to Careflight and St Johns and all those that 
look after us when we need it. 
 
I’d like to mention and congratulate Mandaka Marika of Dhimurru for his Lifetime achievement Award from Territory NRM – and Dhimurru for 
their Virgin Coastcare Award. I’d like to thank all the rangers out on country as well as the Land owners living on their land and caring for 
country. I’d also like to thank the community members who have been cleaning up the Cape Arnhem beaches.  Congratulations also to East 
Arnhem regional Council for winnning the 2019 Waste and Resource Recovery Award. 
 
I’d also like to congraulate artists and musicians who have won awards this year and recognise Djambawa Mariwili for the Telstra Award and 
Baker Boy for his Music Artist of the year Award and Aria Awards I’d also like to congratulate my Märi, David Gulpulil, for the NAIDOC Lifetime 
Achievement Award.and congratulations to Magnolia  Maymuru and Rarriwuy Hick 
 
I’d like to also thank the business and service providers in my communities who are working for all of our people. My thanks to the Police 
Officers in the electorate, for working with the electorate and working with me in the region. I’d also like to thank community elders and leaders 
who are working in all our communities. We are fighting strongly and trying to lead our people through this minefield as best we can. Stay with 
me! We can do it together! 
 
I welcome the Locals Fare programe being trialed by Airnorth for six months but would like to see it extended to all communities in our region. 
 
This year has brought much hardship and pain for many people  - but in the midst of that we have seen great leadership and strong families. 
In Arnhem Land, we have lost so many strong leaders, but I know that we will have young people coming through – who have watched their 
elders and seen their strength. We celebrate their lives and we know their spirits live in the future generation. 
 
I’d like to thank my community members who give me their support. This helps me to stand strong. I am hopeful for the future. May we return 

next year and do even better. 

Please make contact with my office if you would like further information, or assistance, or to meet with me. 

Djutjtjutj bukmak 

Contact Information 
 

MLA Office is located downstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        
Ph: 8987 0125         Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au        Facebook: Yingiya Guyula Mla 
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