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Community Safety Debate 
 
 
 
Mr GUYULA (Mulka): Madam Speaker, I heard the Chief Minister say that he does not want to play politics 
in this issue. That is good; that is what I am here for. I want to work with the government to get good outcomes, 
but since 2016 it has been rare for the government to work with me. If we could only work together we could 
achieve something great. 
 
I am worried and frightened by the government’s and CLP’s discussion today. These children are most often 
Aboriginal offenders, and if we get it wrong the problem becomes worse for those children and everyone.  
 
The intervention got it wrong and the problems have become worse. Many of our young people have lost 
their way. I want to know how this government is helping communities to bring them back. How are they 
helping the grandparents and community leaders to bring them back? 
 
The news is full of stories of young people in Alice Springs, Tennant Creek and elsewhere, but what are we 
doing to find out the underlying issues and break the cycle? Last year we saw fires down south, and big fire 
storms. This is happening because of climate change, because of the damage to our environment. In Arnhem 
Land it was so dry the buffalo were dying. The Arafura Swamp was burned through twice. This was hard to 
see; it was painful and damaging to the country. 
 
We look after country and can protect the land from this danger. We do not say it was the fault of the country 
or the swamp; we know there are underlying issues. We know it is because of global warming and the harmful 
impacts. It is the same in our communities; we need to find out the underlying problems. We need to spend 
resources in each community to invest in a better future. That will look different in each community. It will 
look different in Alice Springs, Darwin and remote communities. We are all different. 
 
These laws you are creating do not recognise our differences. Solutions must be driven by community, not 
more gaol time and continuing the never-ending cycle of putting Aboriginal people in gaol and expecting a 
different outcome. 
 
If we need to look at the underlying issues and invest in communities now, we might see change. We must 
act now to protect the victims. We must act now for the future of our communities  
 
In Maningrida, the ABC reported that elders had taken kids onto country for three weeks to work with them 
and teach them discipline, respect, hunting et cetera. But they need more resources and time with those 
children. This what the community is calling for. 
 
I cannot speak for others, but in East Arnhem Land we must start by building a space for community for the 
elders and leaders and allow us to employ them to be peace-keepers, alongside the police, and to run 
education programs with the schools. We must work together to engage kids in schools and teach our way 
through raypirri—respect for community and country. The knowledge systems that are already there have 
been taken away by CDP programs. 
 
In Arnhem Land, and elsewhere, it is time to recognise sovereign people and put an end to walking over the 
top of us. Our communities will tell you what we need, if you take the time to come and listen. Where is the 
local decision-making processes? If we can have real local decision-making across the Northern Territory, 
we will get better outcomes. 
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